
2nd  May 2025        iwobserver Local News 7

If you would like Biscoes to assist with your remortgage 
please contact a member of our residential property team 
on 01983 533938, or our website at biscoesiow.co.uk
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More LAWObserver next month!

With interest rates 
and household bills on 
everyone’s minds lately, 
it’s no surprise that 
many home-owners are 
wondering is now a good 
time to remortgage? The 
short answer? It might be 
- but it depends on your
situation.

What is remortgaging?
Remortgaging simply 

means switching your 
current mortgage to a 
new one - either with 
your existing lender or 
a different one. People 
remortgage for various 
reasons, such as to get a 
better interest rate, reduce 
their monthly payments, 
release some equity (taking 
out cash against the value 
of their home), or avoid 
going onto their lender’s 
standard variable rate, 
which is usually more 
expensive, or to pay for 
home improvements.

What’s going on with 
interest rates?

Over the last year or so, 
interest rates have been 
fluctuating, but they are 
finally starting to settle 
down a bit. The Bank of 
England hasn’t made any 
big changes recently, but 
there is talk that rates might 

go down later this year. As 
a result, some mortgage 
lenders have started 
offering more competitive 
fixed-rate deals, especially 
if there’s a good amount 
of equity in your home. So 
if your current mortgage 
deal is ending soon, or if 
you’re already on a higher 
variable rate, now could be a 
smart time to start looking 
around.

Don’t forget the legal side
When you remortgage, 

there’s some legal 
paperwork involved like 
checking your property’s 
title, making sure the new 
mortgage terms are in 
order, and paying off your 
old mortgage.

Some lenders offer free 
legal services as part of 
their remortgage deals, but 
these can be a bit basic. 
Hiring your own solicitor 
gives you more control and 
can help things run more 
smoothly, especially if there 
are any complications.

If your mortgage deal 
is ending soon, or you’re 
not on a great rate, it’s 
definitely worth looking 
into. The mortgage market 
is starting to pick up again, 
and locking in a decent deal 
now could save you money 
and stress down the line.

Is now a good time 
to remortgage?
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Vivaldi and Puccini are ‘a
real treat’ in the Minster
More than 200 people packed into 
Newport Minster to hear a choral 
concert consisting of just two works, 
Vivaldi’s Gloria and a later work by 
Puccini, his Messa Di Gloria - and 
they were in for a real treat. 

Musical director, Jurgita 
Leistrumaite, manages all the 
participating choirs, Ave Vita, Salutaris 
and Ryde Chorus, but this was the 
first time all three have performed 
together, supplemented by guest 
musicians to create the orchestral 
accompaniment.

The Vivaldi proved to be a real 
showcase for the combined choirs, 
who brought some quite beautiful 
harmonic depth and range to this 
much-loved composition. Some 
performances stood out, particularly 
the Laudamus Te, in which Tressa 
Lambert, Ali Farthing and Esther 
Harvey all combined well. Tressa 
sang the Gratias with confidence, 

accompanied by a stunningly beautiful 
oboe performance and an equally 
sensitive harpsichord render. 

Sue Devine sang with real power 
in the Domini Deus and the Qui 
Tollis. The entire performance of the 
Vivaldi was an outstanding success, 
with elements of rare top-notch 
professionalism.

The Puccini was quite a different 
style, and the mystery lay in the 
apparent lack of liturgical worship 
emanating from the piece. Admittedly 
Puccini was only 18 when he wrote it, 
but this was a prelude to the wonderful 
operas which followed. An obvious 
element of youthful imbalance made 
it quite a difficult work to perform, 
while at one point I was sure I could 
hear elements of the Grand March 
from Aida, but then the young Puccini 
adored Verdi. 

In terms of performance, I felt the 
grandeur of the combined chorus, 
orchestra and timpani slightly 
overawed the performers, such that 
the audience were not quite sure if 
they were listening to an opera or a 
cantata. However, Sam Leggett and 
Aaron Briggs both gave very fine solo 
contributions and the Credo had some 
beautiful lyrical passages, with the 
interplay between the woodwind and 
brass standing out. 

No mildly critical observations can 
detract from the wonderful, combined 
musical experience of the three choirs 
and their orchestral supporters. The 
evening of high-quality musical 
performance was clearly loved by 
the audience, who showed their 
appreciation with lengthy applause. 

I am surely not alone in hoping 
that Jurgita brings these three choirs 
together again for more concerts in 
the not-too-distant future

By Nicholas Finney
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Terry’s lights help 3 Island charities

Terry Ramplin, who has 
been decorating his house 
in Christmas lights for the 
last 25 years, has admitted 
he will probably scale down 
his display later this year.

Terry, of Long Lane, 
supported by his wife, Sue, 
has delighted thousands 
of children over the years 

with his spectacular annual 
displays, raising more than 
£66,000 in the process. 
But as he donated cheques 
to three different Island 
charities on Wednesday 
evening, following last 
year’s fund-raising, he 
said: “It’s getting harder 
and harder for me to be up 

and down a ladder onto the 
roof. It’s also been a tough 
year for me personally; 
I’ve had pneumonia twice 
and suffered two close 
bereavements. I think if I 
continue, then the displays 
will be smaller.”

The recipients of the 
cheques were: IW Prostate 

Cancer Support - £2,123, 
Wight Diamonds Marching 
Band  £1,000, and Vectis 
Corps of Drums - £1,000.  
His efforts help pay for PSA 
testing to detect prostate 
cancer in men across the 
Island throughout the year.

Terry and Sue Ramplin with cheques donated to Wight Diamonds, Vectis Corps of Drums and IWPCSG




